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ZOA Demands Apology From URJ’s Rick 
Jacobs and Others for Denouncing ZOA’s 
Condemnation of BLM Organization’s 
Antisemitic, Israel-Hating Platform
ZOA Urges URJ, Others to 
Join ZOA in Condemning 
BLM Group’s Antisemitism 
and Israel-Hatred

The ZOA demands an apology and 
retraction from Union of Reform 
Judaism (URJ) President Rick Jacobs 

and other Jewish leaders for libeling ZOA 
National President Morton Klein. 

After Mr. Klein appropriately called out the 
Black Lives Matter (“BLM”) organization’s 
virulent, institutional antisemitism, other 
discriminatory hatreds, and anti-Israel blood 
libels that are enshrined in the BLM/M4BL 
(Movement for Black Lives) platform, Face-
book page, and activities, URJ’s Rick Jacobs 
called Mr. Klein a “racist” and “Islamophobic” 
in articles printed in multiple newspapers. 
URJ/Jacobs also invoked these libelous names 
to condemn ZOA’s membership in the Confer-
ence of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations (the “CoP”) – an organization 
co-founded by the ZOA.

In addition, certain other left wing Jewish 
leaders from the Reform and Conservative 
Jewish groups, women’s groups, and Ameinu, 
and the pro-BDS Peace Now and Workmen’s 
Circle, signed a letter falsely accusing Mr. 
Klein of promoting “hate in organized Jewish 
life.” They also issued numerous similar tweets 
and website postings.

Rick Jacobs and these other Jewish leaders 
are absurdly, irrationally, and libelously saying 
that accurately calling a racist, antisemitic, 

Israel-hating organization “antisemitic” and 
“anti-Israel” makes one a “racist” and an 
“Islamophobe” who promotes “hate.” 

These attacks by Rick Jacobs and others 
never explained why Mr. Klein’s criticism of 
the BLM group’s antisemitism was wrong, 
false or inaccurate. They provided no facts to 
back up their name-calling or disparagement. 
Jacobs and others simply hurled names at 
Mort Klein, with no explanation. 

These inappropriate public attacks on Mr. 
Klein pose a danger to him and his family. 
Mr. Klein has received phone calls threatening 
him and his family.

We believe that the goal of these attacks is 
to silence, censor, demonize, and marginalize 
Mr. Klein and ZOA for our strong pro-Israel 
political views, which URJ, Jacobs, and the 
letter’s left wing signatories fiercely oppose. 
We believe Jacobs and others want to diminish 
the credibility of ZOA and Mort Klein, while 
appeasing the Israel-hating BLM group. We 
believe Jacobs and others are afraid to criticize 
the BLM organization, fearing that criticism 
will antagonize the organization and provoke 
more hostile actions. But as history shows, 
appeasement always fails. 

Characterizing it as “an atmosphere redo-
lent of the 17th century Salem witch trials,” 
journalist Melanie Phillips described what is 
happening to those who, like Mr. Klein, dare to 
criticize BLM’s anti-Jewish, insurrectionist side: 
They are called “racist” and “a Twitter mob then 
assembles to strip such people of their reputa-
tion, platform, or job for the crime of telling 
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Mark Levenson, Esq.
Chairman of the Board



10 11



10 11

 
 



12 13



12 13

 
 
 



14 15

 
 

 



14 15

ZO
A

 G
A

LA
 2019

 
 



16 17



16 17



18 19



18 19

G
A

LA
 PIC

TO
RIA

L

1. Dr. Bruno Wu, Emcee Rita Cosby, Israeli Ambassador to the UN Danny Danon, and ZOA National 
President Morton A. Klein

2. ZOA National Board member Shira Lewis, ZOA Chairman Mark Levenson, Esq., and Eric Lewis
3. ZOA student activists
4. ZOA National Board members Brian Grodman and Jay Knopf, Morton Klein, and Mark Levenson
5. Ambassador Robert O’Brien and ZOA National Board member Josh Landes
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ZOA Government 
Relations Director 
Dan Pollak at the 
White House
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The order requires 

the enforcement 

of Title VI of the 

Civil Rights Act 

to protect Jews 

from discrimi-

nation based on 

race, color, or 

national origin 

in programs 

and activities 

receiving federal 

financial 

assistance.
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sity, Baruch College, and many others.
Additionally, 13 student leaders from the 

region joined ZOA Campus on the Winter 
2019-20 ZOA Student Leadership Mission 
to Israel. They developed their leadership 
skills and gained useful knowledge that they 
brought back to their respective campuses.

Mid-Atlantic
Under the leadership of Associate Director 

and Mid-Atlantic Coordinator Or Taylor, we 
worked with students in the Mid-Atlantic 
region to bring in expert speakers, educa-
tional initiatives, and celebrations of Israeli 
heritage to their campuses. ZOA Campus also 
provided training and resources for students 
facing classroom bias and discrimination on 
campus.

ZOA Campus Fellows were instrumental in 
bringing successful and educational program-
ming to the University of Pennsylvania, Penn 
State, and Liberty University. ZOA Campus 
is also proud of the many speakers who have 
joined our Speakers Bureau, to promote the 
truth about Israel and engage new audiences 
on campus.

Midwest
A primary program this past academic year 

was the innovative ZOA “Goes to Campus” 
campaign, which focused on bringing atten-
tion to continuous terror threats that residents 
of Sderot are enduring. College students wrote 
letters of support to the children in Sderot in a 
heartwarming show of solidarity. In addition, 
we held multiple events to showcase Israeli 
coexistence efforts and environmental sustain-
ability through SodaStream.

Sami Steigmann spoke at DePaul Univer-
sity, Northwestern University, and the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana Champaign. ZOA 
Campus also partnered with student allies 

at Benedictine University, where anti-Israel 
sentiment reached a fever pitch. After Zionist 
students were denied the opportunity to start 
a pro-Israel student club, we worked directly 
with student leaders to address this issue. We 
were proud that our ZOA Fellow at Benedic-
tine helped lead the drive to obtain official 
recognition for a pro-Israel group on campus. 



38 39



38 39



40 41



40 41

SUPPORT OUR WORK –  
WITH FINANCIAL  
BENEFITS FOR ZOA  
AND FOR YOU!
Our work isn’t done.   
We need your support.  
You can help us – and in return,  
obtain financial benefits for yourself.

Establish a ZOA 
CHARITABLE GIFT  
ANNUITY.
Here’s how it works: 

• Your gift to the ZOA is set aside in 
a reserve account and invested.

• Your donation is partially tax-
deductible. 

• You will receive a fixed stream of 
income for the rest of your life.

• A portion of the payments you 
receive may also be tax-free for 
a period of time, based on your 
age.

• The payments you receive offer 
you secure income, unaffected 
by fluctuating interest rates and 
uncertain financial markets.

Contact Howard Katzoff 
for more information:   

Email howard@zoa.org.  

The ZOA has a long and 
effective record of fighting 
antisemitism and Israel-
bashing.   

Like no other organization, 
we stand up strongly for the 
rights of the Jewish people 
and for a safe and secure 
Israel – on Capitol Hill, on 
campus, and in the courts.
For more information, 
please contact us 
directly, or have your 
financial planner contact 
us on your behalf, at 
howard@zoa.org 

The ZOA has a long and 

effective record of fighting 

antisemitism and Israel-bashing.   

Like no other organization, we 

stand up strongly for the rights of 

the Jewish people and for a safe 

and secure Israel – on Capitol Hill, 

on campuses, and in the courts.



42 43



42 43



44 45



44 45



46 47



46 47



48 49



48 49



50 51

Sharona Whisler, ZOA FloridaStuart Pavilack, ZOA Pittsburgh

Steve Feldman, Greater Philadelphia ZOA
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Supporting Israel and fighting antisemitism could not stop because the world was gripped 
by a pandemic. So the ZOA moved quickly to craft and implement a virtual programming 
modality.
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“We are fighting on, as we have always done, for 
ourselves and for future generations of Jews, for a 
world where antisemitism is tolerated by no one!”  
– Sharona Whisler
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*ZOA regrets any errors or omissions
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA
633 Third Avenue, Suite 31-B

New York, NY 10017

 Dear ZOA, enclosed please find my tax-deductible contribution in support of the ZOA’s vital work.

 $25,000+ National Leadership Society *  $10,000 - $24,999 Jabotinsky Society *
 $5,000 - $9,999 Brandeis Society *  $2,500 - $4,999 Menachem Begin Society *
 $1,000 - $2,499 Herzl Society *  $360 Double Chai
 $100 Sustainer  $50 Supporter
 $36 Student/Senior  Other

Amount * $ ____________________________
* Please refer to page 54 for a complete list of Donor Societies and exclusive privaleges

We gratefully accept Israel bonds

 Please charge my credit card. 
ZOA is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, not-for-profit organization.
* We need this information in order to process your donation. Your email will be used to send a receipt.

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION

CARD # *                                   EXP. DATE * NAME *

SIGNATURE * ADDRESS *

EMAIL * CITY *

PHONE * STATE *                       ZIP *    

OR

    I have enclosed a check payable to ZOA.
ZOA is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, not-for-profit organization.

CHECK INFORMATION

EMAIL * PHONE *                  

PLEASE MAIL THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE TO:
Zionist Organization of America

633 Third Avenue, Suite 31-B    
New York, NY 10017

Please visit us online: www.zoa.org | www.campus.zoa.org 
For information: call 212.481.1500 | fax 212.481.1515 | email info@zoa.org

Thank you for your support.

Ensure the ZOA’s Future. Remember the ZOA in Your Will. 
Many people include some of their favorite charitable causes and organizations in their wills. 

The ZOA leadership is planning for a future of activism, commitment and devotion to Zionist ideals.   
By remembering the ZOA in your list of bequests, you can help plan for that future. For more information  

on the procedure for including the ZOA in your will, call the ZOA National Office at 212-481-1500.


