
ZIONISMS o  w h a t  i s  i t ?



Zionism (Hebrew: Tziyonut) is 
the Jewish national liberation 
movement and the striving for 
Jewish self-determination. 

It simply means the Jewish people’s 
right to exist as a sovereign nation 
and supports the establishment 
of the Jewish state in the Jewish 
historic homeland of Israel.

It also aims to provide a safe haven 
for Jews, who have suffered from 
more than 2,000 years of worldwide 
persecution. 

Zionism | Zi·on·ism | noun

WikiMedia Commons, EdoM



A Zionist is an individual who 
supports Jewish national liberation 

and sovereignty, and for Jewish 
national liberation to take place in 

the Jewish homeland. There are 49 
Muslim majority states; there is only 

one Jewish state and homeland.

A Zionist believes in the Jewish 
right to self-determination. 

Providing a safe haven for the 
Jewish people is an important 

social justice cause.

Zionists include members of any 
religion and nationality. 



The land of Israel has been an inherent 
part of the Jewish faith for more than 
3,000 years (since the biblical era). 

The term Zion (Hebrew: tzion) has its 
origins in the Old Testament. It refers 
to Jerusalem and translates to mean 
“marker.” This exemplifies Jerusalem’s 
centrality and historical importance to 
the Jewish people. 

Origin of the term: 



Zionist thinking dates back more than 3,000 
years when the Jewish people established 
sovereignty in israel. 

the Zionist movement took off when the romans 
destroyed jerusalem, massacred more than 1 
million jews, and expelled the majority of the 
rest from the land OF ISRAEL 2,000 years ago. 
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Jews  from 
all over the 
world have 
migrated to 
Israel for 
millennia in 
an effort 
to reinstate 
Jewish life in 
the historic 
Jewish 
homeland.

After the Romans 
destroyed Jerusalem 
(70 CE), THe Jewish 
population became 
a minority in Israel 
(formerly called 
Judea). 

The Jews remained a 
minority in israel 
under persecution 
until the 
reestablishment of 
Jewish sovereignty 
almost 2,000 years 
later in 1948.



Photo: Zionist Organization of America, David Kadosh



The term for Jewish return 
to the land of Israel is 
referred to in Hebrew as 
“Aliyah,” meaning “to go 
up.” This term exemplifies 
the Jewish connection to 
Israel. Leaving Israel is 
referred to as “yeridah,” 
meaning “to go down,” 
symbolic of the loss 
experienced from leaving. 

The Jewish people 
embrace Zionism 
through formal 
practices and ancient 
traditions. 

Wikimedia Commons, OkaTaH
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The Jewish 
people observe 
three fast days 
each year to 
commemorate 
the destr-
uction of 
the Jewish 
Temples and 
the exile from 
the Jewish 
homeland. 

Wikimedia Commons, Israel_photo_gallery

Wikimedia Commons, Leinad



Jewish couples 
break a glass on 
their wedding day 
as a reminder of the 
destruction of the 
Temple, which led to 
the Jewish exile from 
Israel. 

Jews do this even on 
a happy occasion as 
a reminder of the 
pain they feel from 
the exile and that full 
happiness cannot be 
achieved until Jews 
can return home to 
Israel, with the hope 
of ultimately living in 
peace.  

The poem that inspired the Israeli national anthem predates the establishment of the State of Israel by about 70 years. The title, Hatikvah, means “Hope” in Hebrew and speaks of the 2,000-year-old hope for the re-establishment of a sovereign Jewish State and the desire to return to the Jewish homeland. 



It is traditional for Jews to recite a 
verse about Jerusalem before leaving 
the presence of a Jewish person in 
mourning. 



Wikimedia Commons, RonAlmog

The Jewish 
people 
express a 
desire to 
return 
to Israel 
often 
through 
prayer. 

In fact, 
returning 
to Zion, 
statehood, 
and 
Jerusalem 
is a request 
found in 
almost 
every prayer 
throughout 
Jewish 
liturgy. 

Flickr, Corey Jackson



Wikimedia Commons, Israel Defense Forces
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Jews pray 
three times 

per day 
facing 

Jerusalem, 
signifying 

the importance 
of their 

homeland.

If a Jewish person prays within Jerusalem, s/he prays facing the Temple Mount, the holiest site in Judaism. 



The Jewish return 
to Israel is a social 
justice cause. 

Israel’s anthem 
emphasizes the 
inclusion of all 
Jews– religious and 
secular– and the 
right of the jewish 
people to live freely 
in their historic 
homeland.  



The Knesset Menorah: this monument is an ancient Jewish symbol, 
located in front of the Knesset, the Israeli paliment building. 
Jerusalem, Israel. October 17, 2010.

Wikimedia Commons, fr:Utilisateur:Djampa



Jewish persecution throughout history 
includes pogroms, violent massacres, 
expulsions, and murders in Europe, 
Africa, and the Middle East, culminating 
in the European Holocaust.

While zionism is inherent to judaism,

reaffirms the need
Constant Jewish persecution

for this movement.

250 C.E. | Carthage | Expulsion 224 C.E. | Italy | Forced Conversion 351 C.E | Persia | Book Burning

722 C.E. | Byzantium | Judaism Outlawed

1262 C.E. | London | Mob Attacks

897 C.E. | Narbonne | Land Confiscation638 C.E. | Toledo | Stake Burnings

1063 C.E. | Spain | Massacre

1215 C.E. | Toulouse, France | Mass Arrests

1100 C.E. | Kiev | Pogrom

1348 C.E. | France & Spain | Jews Burned Alive

1919 C.E. | Prague | Widespread Pogroms1902 C.E. | Poland | Widespread Pogroms

1727 C.E. | Russia | Expulsion

1938-45 C.E. | Europe | Holocaust

1929 | Hebron | Hebron Massacre

1941 | Iraq | (Farhud) Massacre1936-39 | Mandatory Palestine | Widespread Arab Riots



Numerous massacres 
against Jews in the Arab 

world led to nearly 1 
million Jewish refugees, 
including this displaced 

family who arrived in 
Israel from Iraq 

in 1951.

A starving child in a 
ghetto street, 1941. 
Warsaw, Poland.

Yad Vashem Photo Archive Photographer: Willi George
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Increase in violence 
and frequency of 
pogroms (violent 
attacks against Jewish 
civilians) in Europe, 
culminating in the 
Holocaust, produced 
a mass number of 
European refugees. 

Furthermore, 
attacks against Jews 
in Arab countries 
produced hundreds 
of thousands of 
refugees throughout 
the 1900s and earlier.

Since the 1880s, Zionism experienced a 
resurgence.

T h e s e  e x a m p l e s , 
a m o n g  o t h e r s , 
e x e m p l i f y  t h e 
immense need for 
a place designated 
for Jewish safety 
a n d  F r e e d o m .



Supporters of Zionism and 
those concerned with the 
safety of the Jewish people 
include members of any 
religion and nationality.

Ruins of the 
ancient City 
of David, in 
Jerusalem.



If you are interested in learning more about our 
campus materials, please visit  zoacampus.org.

Please be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram for regular updates and news.
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