
 
        November 1, 2022 

 

VIA EMAIL 

Mark S. Wrighton, Ph.D., President 
The George Washington University 
1918 F Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20052 
 
Dear President Wrighton, 

We write on behalf of the Zionist Organization of America (ZOA), the oldest pro-Israel 
organization in the U.S., with the support of the undersigned over 200 people, including students 
and alumni of The George Washington University (GW).  All of us are horrified by recent 
antisemitic incidents at GW and urge you to take more forceful steps to combat all forms of anti-
Jewish bigotry on campus, including relating to Israel.  

The recent incidents were rendered even more horrifying because they occurred during 
the Jewish holidays.  On Friday, October 7, after Yom Kippur, antisemitic signs were discovered 
outside the Hillel building, pasted on light posts and affixed to a bench on GW Hillel property – 
including one sign that read, “Zionists F**k Off.”  On October 11, during the Jewish holiday of 
Sukkot, members of the antisemitic, anti-Israel group that calls itself “Students for Justice in 
Palestine” (SJP) and another anti-Zionist group that calls itself “Jewish Voice for Peace” (JVP) 
protested outside Hillel, shouting at students, calling them “war criminals,” and carrying hateful 
signs like “GW Hillel, you have blood on your hands” and “GTFO” – meaning “Get the F**k 
Out.”  Protestors demonized Israel with lies, chanting that “Israel is a terrorist state,” when in 
fact, it is Israel that faces unrelenting terrorism and is on the front lines in fighting it.  The 
protestors also chillingly chanted, “There is only one solution: intifada revolution,” which, as 
noted Boston Globe columnist and GW alumnus Jeff Jacoby wrote, is a call for the “killing of 
Jews through terrorism.” 

 Jewish students were inside the Hillel building during this protest.  Some were studying, 
others were attending an event, and still others were participating in a student leadership 
meeting.  SJP’s and JVP’s conduct undoubtedly inspired fear among Jewish students and made 
them feel like pariahs on their own campus.   

We appreciate that you and other university administrators issued statements following 
these horrific incidents, condemning antisemitism and reporting that the Metropolitan Police 
Department is investigating the antisemitic vandalism.  But the statements wrongly treated the 
hateful, bigoted, and threatening conduct that was perpetrated as though it represented 
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simply less-than-civil discourse about difficult political issues.  In fact, SJP and JVP were 
expressing rank hatred of Jews and encouraging violence against them.  

These groups have made it clear that Jews, unlike other groups of people, do not have the 
right to self-determination, that Israel does not have the right to exist, that Jews at Hillel and at 
GW are responsible for alleged wrongs by Israel, and that Jews whose identity is inextricably 
tied to their ancestral homeland are not welcome at GW.  All of this is antisemitism, according to 
the internationally accepted working definition of antisemitism that has been adopted by the U.S. 
government and over 30 other countries around the world. 

As you and other GW administrators affirmed in one of your statements, all students 
“deserve to feel safe at our university and to live without fear of harassment, hostility, or 
marginalization.”  According to a recent report on campus antisemitism, Jewish students at 
GW do not feel safe openly expressing their Jewish identity, including their support for 
Israel.  That means that the administration must take more effective steps to afford them 
the safe and welcoming environment they are morally and legally entitled to.  As you know, 
GW is required under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act to remedy a hostile antisemitic learning 
environment, or risk losing its federal funding.   

We recommend the following remedial steps: 

• Issue another statement to the GW community directly condemning these incidents as 
antisemitic, and also condemning the groups, by name, that perpetrated the antisemitism.   
 

• In the statement, let the community know that the university is investigating these 
incidents to determine whether the perpetrators have violated GW’s rules and, if they 
have, assure the community that the wrongdoers will be punished.  
 

• Adopt the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance working definition of 
antisemitism, because it will help GW determine when speech and conduct are motivated 
by antisemitic bias.  Some universities, including your alma mater, Florida State 
University, have already adopted the definition.  

We are here to help and are counting on you to show all those who have been affected by 
the antisemitism at GW – including concerned students and alumni – that GW truly is committed 
to being a safe and welcoming environment for all students, including those who are Jewish and 
who love and support their ancestral homeland, Israel. 

Very truly yours, 

       

Morton A. Klein  Susan B. Tuchman, Esq.  Sharona Whisler, ‘07 
National President  Dir., Center for Law & Justice  Exec. Dir., FL Region 
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Signed By: 
  
Jared Moskowitz '03 
Susan Edelman 
Joshua Whisler '07 
Hirsch Neustein (GWSB 2007) 
Nicole Hollander '05 and '13 
Danielle P 
Ariella Tsirlin '07 
Adam Pollock 
Lisa Falic Groisman-2006 
Robert Fishman 
Sara Narkes '07 
Cassie Feldman 
Melissa Berthier 
Steven Levinson 
Francine Delarosa 
Colette Feldman 
Joseph Sasson 
Natalie Ohana '10 
Lawrence Kronenberg 
Bruce Weingart 
Mara Robbins 
Roger Holberg 
Josef Flaschner 
Donald Gluck 
Ron Sheinson 
Leonard Getz 
Mark Strazynski 
Haresh Aswani 
Monique Goldstein 
Michael S Goodman 
Lyn Silverman 
Allen Schwartz 
Scott Baier 
Jonathan Pratt 
Gary Lazar 
David Schoen 
Ruth Gray 
Mira Aumiller 
Abraham Bader 
Michael Savin 



Benjamin Chouake MD 
Elizabeth Kramer 
Paul Schnee 
Michael Rootshtain 
Jerry Strauss 
E Joel Safran 
Lou Laskey 
Roberta Helft 
Edward Wagman 
Jennifer Badani 
Wolf Gloger 
Elise Sheindlin 
Howard Babich 
Alondra Santiago 
Daniel Regan 
Pauline Rosenberg 
Simone Wilker 
Haya Gill 
Evelyn Schreiber-Steckler 
Xanthe Viado 
Leslie Warren 
Benicio Garcia 
Ellen Gilmore (Wasserstrom) 
Alan Goldstein 
Xzavien Sotelo 
Vicky Chang 
Donna Lanier 
Ramin Hoseiny 
Gabe Gallo 
Ryan Cox 
Jacob Henderson-Smith 
Luis Padron 
Kaylan Testerman 
Bonnie Feinberg 
Edward Tannen 
Yennifer Hernandez 
Nafee Mohammed 
Joseph Fisch 
Reza Azani 
Stephen Merion 
Michele Locker 



Philip Wolok 
Arlene Rosenbaum 
Marshall Lichterman 
Diana Beth 
Emma Enig 
Stephen Holstein 
Judy Aaron 
Steven Gilbert 
Monise Neumann 
Eric Patent 
RB Meyers 
Dave Kalla 
Anna Mussman 
Richard Reece 
Rita Lourie 
Marc Pankin 
Johnny Harbinger 
Paul Wilder 
Veronike Onesmo 
Steven Bender (1979) 
Keshav Lincoln 
Joel Pachter 
Avinoam Ben Dor 
Poppy Prunty 
Hengameh Sadeghi 
Scott Mikalauskis 
Richard McConnell 
Katie Lynch 
Claude Terrell 
Tateum Durston 
Russell Weiner 
Ron Shapiro 
Aubrey Davis 
Mahdi Amini 
Janared Johnson 
Sousan Azodi 
Norman Childs 
Moises Eilemberg 
Sheree Roth 
Marvin Sher 
Rachel Hollander '07 



Elliott Feinman 
Penny Friedberg 
Rachel Katzen 
Glenda Naiditch 
Michael Bass 
Gail Marans 
Robert Fritch 
Sharon Frisch 
Richard Rozencwaig 
Mark Lessner 
Malka Littman 
Jody Sacks 
Eleanor Nankin 
Chris Scholl 
Brian Hill 
Lewis Glenn 
Carol Ogusky 
Stephen Doppelt 
Paul Fischer 
Randall Goldberg (2000) 
Moshe Ross 
Jeri Williams 
Barry Zaltman 
Mary Ann Viveros 
George Bourlotos 
Carol Madwatkins 
Wendy Friedman 
Yoel Dror 
Sue Fleisher 
David & Laurie Broutman 
Gary Branfman 
Dan Gomez 
Jane Davidson 
M Iseman 
Fred Kahn 
Dr. Richard and Eleanor Klein 
Sara Scolnick 
Carol O'Connor-Feldman 
Barry Paul 
Monica Simpson 
Richard Nelson 



Jill Sanderson 
Joshua Curphey 
Scott Pham 
Dan Lucchesi 
Marc Feller 
Elyse Feingold 
Michael Dobrin 
Michael Kiken 
Michelle Siegel 
Eliza Dach 
David Chaise 2009 
Ariella Mechoullam 
Dina Ross 
E. Gers 
Arlene Kaplan 
Janet Cappellanti-Adams 
Max Wolfe 
Kak Castle 
Mitra Niadj 
Alex Vil 
Amir Aghabozorgi 
Abs Ebrahi 
Mohammad M.A 
Jay Saadian 
Joy Hoffman 
Alan Pollack 
Joel Liebman 
Joel Gluska 
Elizabeth Drayer 
Jacqueline Drayer, GWU ‘15 & ‘18 
Gregory Kesten 
Rochelle Laufer 
Arthur Swirsky 
Bernard Arfin 
Etzar Cisneros 
Jenny Goldfarb '04 
Becky Gilinski 
Val Hornstein 
Tyler Korn 
Arnie Patrick 
Alex Pasman 



Barbara Dagen 
Christine Wolny 
Elissa Stein 
Ilene Klein 
Hitesh Pathak 
Aixa Fielder 
Shari Watson 
Robert Yates 
Will Hammons 
Maria Beury 
Alyssa Grace 
Cade Herman 
Ann Scheingold 
Jeffrey Klein 
Majid Maleki 
Ann Roewe 
Soha Iradjpanah 
Edwin L Alvardo 
Katherine Hutchins 
Kyra Brown 
Riane Dayane Pereira 

 

 
 
 
 


