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FloridaFlorida

I have noticed an unexpected phenomenon. 
Posts about Rabbi Meir Kahane are popping up on 
social media, and surprisingly, most of them are 
variations of the theme “Kahane was Right.” Ob-
viously, the appalling situation in Gaza has many 
reconsidering their thoughts on Arab/Israeli rela-
tions and seeking answers to how Israel got to the 
disastrous point that it is in now.

Many well-meaning Jews in Israel assumed 
that a “kumbaya” approach would lead to mu-
tual and friendly coexistence between the two 
groups. This strategy did not and could not work. 
The players in this scenario were not on the same 

page. They were not even in the same book.
Rabbi Kahane understood how Arabs living in 

Israel really felt. He said that they wanted no part 
of singing Hatikvah, Israel’s national anthem, 
that speaks of the soul of a Jew and its yearning 
to return to its homeland. He said that they want-
ed no part of saluting an Israeli flag, with a star 
of David at its center. Kahane maintained it was 
demeaning to the Arabs to think otherwise. 

Kahane stated that what the Arabs real-
ly wanted was possession of Israel and ridding 
themselves of the Jews that stood in their way. 
He posed a question: If Israel was to be a democ-
racy for all, could there comes a time that the ev-
er-growing Arab population, with babies and not 
bullets, would simply vote out the premise of a 
Jewish State? The possibility of this scenario is 
daunting.

Rabbi Kahane was referred to as an extremist, 
a racist, and accused of suffering from Islamopho-
bia. This was far from the truth. He didn’t hate 
Arabs. He recognized their perspective and was 
savvy about their motivation. It was the Jewish 
response that he failed to understand. 

I last saw Rabbi Kahane at a dinner in Miami 
Beach in 1990. The next day he was murdered by 
Egyptian-born El Sayyid Nosair in New York. Yet 
the rabbi’s clarity on these issues remains true to 
this day.

In a world where non-Muslims are banned 
from even entering Mecca and Medina, Kahane 
advocated for a Biblically sanctioned status for 
non-Jews living in Israel. They could remain in 
peace and safety with personal rights but not po-
litical rights. For those who would not want to 
stay under these conditions, there were 22 Arab 
countries to choose from. 

For 77 years, Israel has tried appeasement by 
making concessions to the Arabs living in the land. 
These efforts have only served to make Israel ap-
pear weak in the eyes of its enemies. This mindset 
has led to disaster. Terrorism has now reached 
epic proportions, unheard of since the Shoah.

It is time for Israel to face reality and do what 
needs to be done to survive. The coming days in Is-
rael will be quite compelling. May Hashem direct 
a decisive victory and may Israel go from strength 
to strength. 
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Florida Stands With Israel (FSWI) has good 
news to share: Their specialty license plates, a tan-
gible symbol of Florida’s strong support of Israel, are 
now on their way.

The auto tag design is the work of Daniel Acker-
man. The charming plate features the Florida state 
flower, the orange blossom, superimposed over the 
Israeli flag, and includes elements of sand, reminis-
cent of Florida’s beaches and Israel’s deserts.

The auto tag will soon be on the streets of Florida 
spreading support and awareness of this important 
issue throughout the state. 

The challenge of having a 3,000-pre-order 
threshold for the plates’ production was handled by 
Michael Ackerman, spokesman and marketing di-
rector of the FSWI campaign. Upon ratifying the bill 
for production of the plates, Governor Ron DeSantis 
stated, “I am committed to deepening the relation-
ship between Florida and Israel and the shared val-
ues that unite our communities.”

Plates were shipped out to all tax collector offices 
in Florida’s 67 counties. They will be further distrib-
uted to over 300 Florida Highway Safety and Motor 
Vehicle (FLHSMV) centers. The plates are antici-
pated to be listed on the FLHSMV tax collector web-
site starting the first week of March 2025, at which 
point they will be available for purchase.

Those who have purchased plates can redeem 
their vouchers at any tax collector office to claim 
your FSWI specialty license plate once they are 

available. Those who do not have a voucher can be-
gin the process to acquire a FSWI specialty license 
plate as soon as they are available.

As an added bonus, the $25 annual road use fee 
collected by FLHSMV for the FSWI specialty license 
plate will benefit Hatzalah South Florida Emergen-

cy Medical Services. This support will aid their 300+ 
dedicated volunteer EMTs and paramedics in their 
mission to slash response times and improve out-
comes in medical emergencies.

FSWI congratulates all who were part of this 
project.

‘Florida Stands With Israel’ Announces 
That Specialty License Plates Are On Their Way

ZOA Florida Hosts Women’s Events
Recently, ZOA Florida 

proudly hosted two successful 
women’s events featuring U.S. 
Congresswoman Elise Stefanik 
(R-NY), who spoke about her 
newly released book, Poisoned 
Ivies: The Inside Account of 
The Academic and Moral Rot at 
America’s Elite Universities.

The book draws on Stefanik’s 
incisive questioning of Ivy 
League university presidents at 
a congressional hearing, which 
revealed their indiff erence to 
Jew-hatred and more generally 
the failures of American higher 
education. 

The events drew large audiences 
and included meet-and-greet 
opportunities for the enthusiastic 
attendees. The fi rst event, on 
April 17, was a sold-out gathering 
in Palm Beach, graciously hosted 
by ZOA Florida Advisory Board 
Member Corine Ruimy. The 
momentum continued on April 
19 with an event attended by over 

200 participants at Anshei Emuna 
Congregation in Delray Beach.

During her remarks, 
Congresswoman Stefanik 
praised ZOA as a leading pro-
Israel advocacy organization and 
highlighted her collaboration with 
ZOA’s legal team in advancing 

civil rights protections (under 
Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act) for Jewish students facing 
antisemitism on their college 
campuses.

Allison Zur, ZOA Florida 
director, described ZOA’s 
pioneering, successful six-year 

battle to ensure that Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act would 
be reinterpreted to also protect 
Jewish students from antisemitic 
harassment and discrimination 
at universities, high schools, 
and elementary schools. Despite 
relentless criticism and outright 
opposition, including from 
prominent Jewish organizational 
leaders, ZOA remained steadfast 
in its mission to ensure that 
Jewish students would be aff orded 
the same legal protection from 
harassment and discrimination 
that other ethnic and racial groups 
had possessed since Title VI’s 
enactment in 1964.

“Today, all of the lawsuits 
brought by students addressing 
antisemitism on college campuses 
are only possible because of ZOA’s 
groundbreaking legal work,” Zur 
noted. ZOA was honored to serve 
as Congresswoman Stefanik’s 
fi rst stop on her Florida book 
tour.

Congresswoman Elise Stefanik addresses a South Florida audience 
on her book tour.
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